A barrister of Grenoble offered to assassinate the Emperor; this was one scheme among many. Madame de Vaude* herself tells us, in her <( Reminiscences,J> that she wished to go, like a new Judith, and slay this Holo-phernes. For this purpose she asked for neither dagger, nor pistol, nor cannon; she only required a post-chaise. But the person to whom she addressed herself was a man of honor and good sense; he looked upon her as insane, or as acting from other motives than those which she professed. The result of both these proposals was the same.
During this time the partisans of Napoleon were busily employed. Conferences were held at the house of M. Dumoulin; and, on the night of the 5th or 6th, Dr. Fournier, a rich hemp merchant of the Faubourg Saint Joseph, M. Risson, and many others, determined that every sacrifice both of person and property should be risked. On perceiving these decided manifestations the authorities fortified the gate of Beaune, at the entrance of the Faubourg Saint Joseph, through which the Emperor would have to pass, and thirty pieces of cannon were placed upon the ramparts; the soldiers of the 4th Regiment of Artillery received orders to stand in readiness on the batteries; they did so, and often did the inhabitants approach and shake them by the hand.
(<He is coming,* said they; "but what will you do? you will not oppose him; it is not in your nature.w (< We know what we have to do.J) In the meantime the Comte d'Artois and the Due d'Orleans arrived at Lyons. They were entreated to hasten to Grenoble, and were assured that no engagement should take place with the troops of the USURPER before their arrival. Immediately after, orders were given to the artillery to fire on the Emperor as soon as he should appear on the road leading to the gate of Beaune. At this time Generals Marchand and Mouton-Duvernet were making careful search for Dr. Emery; but although he remained within the city he was undiscovered. Grenoble was a point of considerable importance for the Emperor, on account of its large depot of artillery.
While all was in agitation in the South, the King convoked the Chambers, dismissed Marshal Soult, the Minister of War; and substituted for him the Due de Feltre,